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Sustainability - the example of the
German National Library

Frank Scholze, Director General German National Library
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Sustainability is a mindset

Isabel Rimanoczy, The Sustainability Mindset Principles, Routledge 2020
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« Sustainability is about quality
« Sustainability is about paying now, as opposed to later
« Sustainability is about living within our means

« Sustainability is about evaluating value and impact over
a lifetime and beyond

Lloyd Lee, Green is a Trend Sustainability is a Mindset
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Dimensions of Sustainability

Sustainability

Environment

https://sites.google.com/site/cornellsustainabilityhub/about-us/Sustainability%20Venn%20Diagram.jpg
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~Libraries Practicing Sustainable

Development as a Force for Good in the
World."

© Die Bundesregierung
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Agenda 2030: Sustainable
Goals and libraries
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Active Memory of the Nation

German National Library in Leipzig (left) and Frankfurt (right)
Photo: Eric Kemnitz, Erik-Kemnitz.com/Alexander Paul Englert,
CC-BY-SA 3.0 DE
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Sustainable spaces

Annual review of energy consumption; procurement of green electricity;
Block power station at the Frankfurt site; Geothermal energy at the

\

Leipzig site

( \ [ h
Ecological construction measures (insulation, greening,
energy optimization, LED lighting, reduction of water Waste
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Sustainable spaces

Jahresgesamtstrom-Verbrauch in kWh
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The consumption of energy at the Frankfurt site was reduced by
more than 27 % by switching to LED lighting within 5 years
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Up to 50% of the electric energy consumption at
the Frankfurt site will be covered by photovoltaic
systems
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Preservation and Sustainability

Acidic media works their archival storage (Photos: Stephan Jockel, German National Library)
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Types of paper in monograph TARGET ™
collection 2017-2019, Format A

PROTECT THEWORLD'S
CULTURAL AND
NATURAL HERITAGE

M Recyclingpaper 100% (0,63) M Not specified (36,92)
m Archive paper (3,48) w DIN I1SO 9706 (1,24)
M Sustainable Paper (0,79) m Mix of Recycling Paper and Other (58,67)
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Future strategies in preservation i

Focus on:
» Sustainable storage solutions

PROTECT THEWORLD'S

« Using archival boxes NATURAL HERITAGE

» Collecting and sharing data on natural
ageing of media works
* Minimal invasive preservation

treatment

Storage room in the Gérman National Library Leipzig ¢ Preservation and dlgltlzatlon Strategy
Photo: Maix Mayer
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Digitization

Accession
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* Beginning in 2019, for periodicals and loose-leaf works, individual copies will be counted rather
than aggregate units such as volumes and archival cartons.
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than aggregate units suc as volumes and archival cartons.
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Illustration: Davide Bonazzi, CC BY
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German National library for not (yet

users

Photo: MGH Fallbach (protected)

52 DNBG (22.06.2006) betraut die DNB mit der Aufgabe, ihre Bastinde ,fir die
Rligemeinhelt nutzbar zu machen”. Aber nur ein Kisiner Tell der Allgemeinheit

findet den Weg in die Lesessle.
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Learning from the Past for the Present and the Future - NEAE

interactive 3D interviews with Eyewitnesses of the Historical Exile

UNIVERSAL LITERACY
AND NUMERACY

N\ DIMENSIONS
) INTESTIMONY

Photo: USC Shoah Foundation/Keith Putnam; DNB/Theresia Biehl
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Sustainability is a mindset
Sustainability is about values

National Libraries are the living and active memory of
the societies they serve

Without their memory these societies would suffer from
dementia and amnesia
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Thank you very much
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