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Czech Libraries = 

The densest network 

of libraries in Europe

European Union

63 000 public libraries

1,3 public libraries / 10 000 inhabitants

Czech Republic

6 100 public libraries

5,8 public libraries / 10 000 inhabitants

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Czech 
Libraries:

Milestones
after 1990

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Library of the Czech 

Republic („NL CR“)

NL CR is a library with universal library collections 

and other highly specialized collections. 

NL CR is responsible to keep the historical and the 

conservation collections for future.

NL CR guarantees an equal access to public library 

and information services as well as to the other 

services provided by the NL CR for all the users.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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NL CR - history

1556 | Jesuits came to Bohemia and built a 

college upon the ruins of the Dominican 

monastery – Klementinum.

1726 – 1727 | The construction of

Klementinum was completed.

1777 | The empress Maria Theresia 

establishes  Imperial-Royal Public and 

University Library, open to the public.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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NL CR - history

1807 | The duty of legal deposit copy is 

extended to cover all Czech printers.

1935 | The library is renamed to the National 

and University Library.

1995 | The mission of the NL CR was

established in the present role. 

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Main activities : 

digitization

51 000 000 pages |

Manuscriptorium

68 000 000 pages |

National Digital Library

505 TB | 

data available via the Web 

Archive

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Main activities : 

long term preservation

• top equipped workplace

• library proffesionals

• trainings

• restoration/conservation

NL CR is a library with a "preservation" 

function = a library of last salvation. 

Its mission is to preserve the 

bohemian book heritage for the future 

generations.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Main activities : 

research activities

• 50 – 60 results per year

• high rating

• active membership in national 

and international working

groups

NL CR is having the significant 

research capability and top 

experts.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Covid Pandemic: 

brief summary

1. 3. 2020 | first three cases of infection 

First Lockdown | „Best in COVID“

09/2020 - … | Czech Republic ranked 

among the worst affected countries in 

Europe in terms of the number of newly 

infected people per million inhabitants

2021 | 25. 11. 2021 a record number of 

more than 27 000 persons infected per 

day was revealed

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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Covid Pandemic: 

security arrangements

16. 3. 2020 - … | first restrictions of the

movement freedom of the people

03/2020 - … | obligation to wear the face 

masks

03/2020 - … | all sports, educational, 

cultural, religious and artistic events were

prohibited

03/2020 - … | selected shops and 

services were closed
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemie_covidu-

19_v_%C4%8Cesku#/media/Soubor:Shelves_with_non-
essential_products_in_Kaufland_during_COVID-19_pandemic_01.jpg

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemie_covidu-19_v_%C4%8Cesku#/media/Soubor:Shelves_with_non-essential_products_in_Kaufland_during_COVID-19_pandemic_01.jpg
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemie_covidu-19_v_%C4%8Cesku#/media/Soubor:Shelves_with_non-essential_products_in_Kaufland_during_COVID-19_pandemic_01.jpg
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemie_covidu-19_v_%C4%8Cesku#/media/Soubor:Shelves_with_non-essential_products_in_Kaufland_during_COVID-19_pandemic_01.jpg


21

Covid Pandemic: 

citizen engagement

face masks sewing for everyday wearing

Czech TV launched specialized

programs for children and old people

specialized programs to help to the elder

generation - the most vulnerable group

private companies involvement -

production of nano materials or hand 

disinfection

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dobrovolnick%C3%A1_v%C3%BDroba_rou%C5%A1ek_Maj
%C3%A1k_Orlov%C3%A1_(2020)_03.jpg?uselang=cs; 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ANTI-covid.jpg

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dobrovolnick%C3%A1_v%C3%BDroba_rou%C5%A1ek_Maj%C3%A1k_Orlov%C3%A1_(2020)_03.jpg?uselang=cs
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dobrovolnick%C3%A1_v%C3%BDroba_rou%C5%A1ek_Maj%C3%A1k_Orlov%C3%A1_(2020)_03.jpg?uselang=cs
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ANTI-covid.jpg
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Covid Pandemic: 

engagement of libraries

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023



Czech experience of the digital content 

availability via the internet

Covid Pandemic Period 

&

Out of Commerce Works („DNNT“)
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Students will lose their 

access to digital books. 

They asked: „How we can 

study?“

7. 2. 2021 | www.idnes.cz

https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/knihovna-vysokoskolske-studium-kramerius-digitaln-
fond.A210201_125651_domaci_knn

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/knihovna-vysokoskolske-studium-kramerius-digitaln-fond.A210201_125651_domaci_knn
https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/knihovna-vysokoskolske-studium-kramerius-digitaln-fond.A210201_125651_domaci_knn
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Response of the libraries?

National Digital Library in the COVID mode!

Government Resolution No. 238, 1. 3. 2021, on making the National Digital Library accessible for the 

purposes of education, science and research as a substitute for restrictions on library services due to the 

COVID 19. 

Licence agreements for authors - Dilia and OOA-S

Accepted by the Association of Czech booksellers and publishers

Costs: 80 000 000 CZK = 3 240 000 EUR / 6 months of the free access. Payment procedures realized in the 

cooperation with National Library of the Czech Republic and DILIA + OOA-S.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023



26

Usability of the digital 

content: 

November 2020 - June 2021

43 400 000 pages | viewed in 8 months

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital Library in 

the DNNT mode

1. 7. 2021 – now; launched in 2019

• Periodicals published until 2011 -

remote access

• Books published until 2001 – remote 

access

• Books published between 2002 and 

2007 – in-house access_________   

Available in total ……174 000 volumes

annual payment for this licence (transfered via the National Library of the Czech 

Republic)

only the author receives the payment

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital Library 

in the DNNT mode

https://dnnt.cz

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://dnnt.cz/
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National Digital Library 

in the DNNT mode

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital Library in the DNNT mode

Why the publishers were afraid to allow this solution?

The free online distribution of the books published after 1989 is a strong threat to the titles available in the 

book market with sale potential and paid electronic services provided by the publishers.

Every new book, author, topic can have its own competitive title available on the market - professional 

literature, older textbooks, novels…

Remote and free online access to DNNT books can compete with the latest paid titles on the market.

This process can reduce sales possibilities.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

How does it really

works?

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

How does it really

works?

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode
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works?
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

How does it really

works?

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

DNNT index

DNNT index contains a list of monographs and periodicals published in 

the Czech Republic, which are available via the out-of-commerce digital

access mode. 

The number of works included to the list with the DNNT status can 

decrease (free works and works that were published in a newer edition are 

removed or their removal has been requested by the rights holder) or 

increase (additional titles that were proposed by the libraries for inclusion are 

added to the list once every six months and have undergone half-yearly 

exposure as a proposal for inclusion).

The integration of a work to the DNNT index enables its digital copy to 

be available, if it was taken and if the rights holder did not request their 

exclusion or if the publisher did not use the option to limit access based on a 

memorandum with the NL CR.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

DNNT index

https://sdnnt.nkp.cz/sdnnt/home

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://sdnnt.nkp.cz/sdnnt/home
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Next steps?

To be involved in the European database 

of the out of commerce works 

(https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en). 

Implementation of the European Copyright 

Directive Act of the Digital Market 2019/790 

to the national legislation.

Opening of an expert discussion on the 

modification of the copyright law.

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023

https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023



40

National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

43 400 000 pages | viewed in 8 months

85% of the user have come from the Czech universities

• Charles University

• Masaryk University

• Palacký University Olomouc

• University of West Bohemia

• University of South Bohemia

• UJEP University

• Prague University of Economics and Business

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, Tchaj-pej, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

up to 350 users simultaneously

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023
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National Digital 

Library in the DNNT 

mode

Statistics

Free Access Monographs Periodicals In total

Mgr. Tomáš Foltýn, 20. 4. 2023



Thank you for your attention

tomas.foltyn@nkp.cz                                                                   www.nkp.cz                             +420221663262
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