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The British Library at 50…
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We make our intellectual 

heritage accessible to everyone, 

for research, inspiration and 

enjoyment
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Custodianship
We build, curate and preserve the 

UK’s national collection of 

published, written and digital 

content
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Research
We support and 

stimulate research of 

all kinds
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Business
We help businesses 

to innovate and grow
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Culture
We engage everyone 

with memorable 

cultural experiences
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Learning
We inspire young 

people and learners 

of all ages
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We work with partners around the world to 

advance knowledge and mutual understanding

International
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170
million 

items

Custodianship
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Save Our Sounds

Custodianship
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26.3 million visits

to the 

British Library 

website  

17,000 visits 

per month to our 

reading rooms

86 million

consultations in 

reading rooms, 

online, remotely

Research
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International engagement

CENL AGM, Norway, June 2019

The International Library Leaders Programme

• Using library collections to engage with researchers 

and broader audiences

• How to design and manage digitisation projects

• Caring for physical and digital collections 

• Using new tools and services to engage researchers

• Developing learning programmes and exhibitions

International
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Endangered Archives 
Programme (EAP)

International
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International Dunhuang Project (IDP)
International partnership established in 1994 to bring 

together metadata and images of items from Dunhuang

and other sites held in institutions across the world. 

IDP founding partners

• British Library 

• National Library of China 

• Dunhuang Academy

• BnF

• Berlin-Brandeburg Institute of Humanities 

• Ryukoku University

• Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, St Petersburg

Over 20 collaborating institutions, including the National 

Central Library (Taipei), the British Museum (London), the 

Victoria & Albert Museum (London), Musée Guimet (Paris), 

MAA (Berlin), and the Library of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences (Budapest)

International
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Professional exchanges and visits

2018 NCL 85th Anniversary celebrations

2016 curatorial visit

2019 curatorial visit 

2018 Head of AAS department’s visit 

to Fo Guan Shan monastery

2017 Encyclopaedia of Buddhist Art 

donation

2019-2020: Buddhism exhibition 

opening ceremony and loans

2019: Discovering Sacred Texts 

International
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Collaborative projects with NCL

NCL Union Catalogue of Chinese Rare Books   
http://rbook2.ncl.edu.tw/Search/Index/2

International

http://rbook2.ncl.edu.tw/Search/Index/2
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Collaborative projects with NCL

2023

New collaborative digitisation project for

40+ items from the BL Chinese collection 

of rare books and manuscripts covering 

topics such as history and literature

International



…looking to the future
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Key trends in a changing world 

• Digital transformations and AI

• Rise of disinformation

• Place-making and localism

• Geopolitical instability

• Climate emergency
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Strategic themes for 2023-2030

• Access, engagement and 
inclusion

• Deepening our partnerships

• Modernising our services

• Sustainability and resilience

• New spaces, north and south
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Access, engagement and inclusion
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Deepening our partnerships

Maps showing locations of Business and IP Centre (BIPC) 

and Living Knowledge Network (LKN) partner libraries
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Deepening our partnerships
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Modernising our services

• A period of major investment in our core digital infrastructure to 
keep pace with growth and user expectations

• Innovation in how we deliver content and services

• Renewed focus on information literacy

• Collaborating with others to enable new forms of use and 
engagement
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Modernising our services
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Sustainability and resilience
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Sustainability and resilience
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New spaces, north and south

St Pancras Transformed 

completed in London, with 

new BL galleries and 

learning centre, HQ for 

Turing Institute and major 

commercial science 

research centre

Boston Spa Renewed 

capital programme 

futureproofs BL into second 

half of 21C, becoming 

engine-room of Library 

services North and South

“British Library North” opens 

in restored historic Temple 

Works in Leeds, making 

national collection 

accessible to some 11m 

people across North of 

England
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St Pancras Transformed



52bl.uk



53bl.uk



Artist’s impression
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Boston Spa Renewed
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“British Library North” – Temple Works, 
Leeds
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Temple 

Works 
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Artist’s impression
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